October 2015

Dear Friends,
Welcome once again to our newsletter. This year has been
action-packed and we’ve hardly had time to let you know of all
the wonderful things that have been happening at the CMDA!
Our primary focus has been the opening of several ‘Hubs’ in our
area. These were funded by the National Lottery Commission
and you can read all about the Hubs and what has been
involved on page 5.
Recently, we had a wonderful and successful performance at
Casterbridge showcasing the talent in each of the Hubs. Great
fun was had by all and some amazing new talent was on display,
including Gracious Mazibuko who you see in the picture to the
left. She performed on stage for the first time ever and her voice
blew us away! The smile on her face says it all. What an opportunity for her - it is occasions like this that bring home to us why
we do what we do at the CMDA.
As always we are so grateful to our many donors and members
of the community who support us, including the Rotary Club of
Nelspruit who made a wonderful donation to us of 7 beautiful
pianos and other musical equipment, all the way from one of
their partner clubs in Canada. News of that and more in this
edition, so please enjoy!
Gracious wows us all at her stage debut

As always thank you to our donors & supporters. You help us make a difference!

The
MacKenzie
Foundation

FINTAX
GROUP
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The Joy of Music!
At the CMDA we love to see the sheer joy
experienced by students of all ages as they
practice and perform together. The photos
here are testimony to the positive benefits of
‘making music’, as is well described below:
‘Music is all around us; providing powerful stories,
inspiration, and joy in its messages. On the
emotional level, few can deny it’s intrinsic
power. Its ability to influence and enhance
moods is, in fact, one of music’s greatest
attractions. Moving from the gut to the brain,
music helps determine the way we perceive
and think about the world.
As a universal language, music unites people
across cultures and can comfort people in times
of need and sadness. Musicians see music’s
tremendous power not only as a personal
spiritual experience but also as a force for
change, serving as a voice for social advocacy
and/or enhancing mutual understanding
between differing cultures.
Music finds its primary purpose as a spiritual
expression of our affections. We have all likely
heard the statement ‘Music is the language of
emotion’. Music gives expression to our hearts
when words are often not enough.’
- Rich Coffey, professional musician
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News Snippets from the last few months of CMDA activity
DAC Adopts the CMDA as an Official Incubator
Casterbridge Music Development Academy was recently
adopted as an official Incubator of the Department of
Arts and Culture. The Minister, Mr Nathi Mthethwa
launched the Incubator on the on the 10 April 2015 where
he was entertained by several CMDA bands. The
Minister also visited our kaBokweni and Zwelisha Hubs.
The financial support by the DAC has allowed the CMDA
to employ four full time qualified music teachers who operate on fixed schedule in our hubs. It has also allowed us
to employ locally based musicians to provide supplementary support. As a result, the CMDA now employs over 20
staff. The DAC has also funded the costs to develop
digital curriculum content for Creative Arts, Music, Dance
and Visual Arts that will be delivered using our education
platform 2Enable. When complete, this content will be
available to all South Africans teachers and students at
no cost.

CMDA Members with the Minister Nathi Mthethwa

Inspirational and informative workshops
As part of the Ministers visit, workshops were hosted by the Acting
Director General of the Department of Arts and Culture, Mr Vuyo
Jack at Casterbridge. This included master workshops with the
band ISO, and performing artists Paige Mac and Concord
Nkabinde. The CMDA members thoroughly enjoyed interacting
and jamming alongside these music stars.

Vuyo Jack played an active role in the workshops

Paige Mac, a wonderful young musician from Cape Town, inspired our aspiring musicians with her own story of how she had
made a name for herself, having had a difficult childhood and
very few resources other than her own talent, ingenuity and resilience. She helped our members understand what it takes to be
a successful musician in South Africa, and how their determination
would stand them in good stead.
Musician Paige Mac

Intern Sami El-Quqa visited us from Kuwait
In collaboration with Performing Arts Abroad, Sami
El-Quqa visited the CMDA as an intern. Sami is originally from Kuwait and has been studying at Berklee
College of Music in the USA. He had decided to
spend his summer holidays at the CMDA before going
on to Cape Town and then furthering his studies in
Spain. It was great to have him visit as Sami is a skilled
guitarist and music composer, and he had a lot to
share with our coaches as well as the students who
had fun jamming with him.
The CMDA staff bid Sami a fond farewell at the end of his stay
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Thank you to the Rotary Club of Nelspruit
We were recently blessed to be the recipients of a most generous donation of
musical equipment from the Rotary Club of Nelspruit.
The Rotary Club of Nelspruit was able to donate seven beautiful
pianos, a drum kit, a couple of guitars, some music books and a few other bits
and pieces to the CMDA. This is in conjunction with Rotary Club of Middleburg
and various Rotary Clubs in Canada.
To date, six of these pianos have been collected and placed in the Hubs
around Mpumalanga. There are arrangements in place to fetch the final
piano. Once all the pianos are placed, CMDA plans to have them tuned and
will then invite Rotary and friends of Rotary to an event where the budding
musicians will display their talent.
The President of Rotary Club of Nelspruit Janine Taljaard said: “The Casterbridge
Music Development Academy is giving our young musicians an opportunity to
realise their dreams. Its combination of free practical coaching, including free
access to a myriad of musical instruments, and premium theoretical content
freely accessible via a progressive e-learning platform, is the exact project type
we value as Rotarians. Friederich Nietzche simply encapsulates ‘Without music,
life would be a mistake’ – this is true.” THANK YOU Rotary!

John and Howard carefully positioning
one of the new pianos

Upcoming Events at the CMDA
‘Living Legends’ Workshops
On Saturday 5th December, we are fortunate to be hosting some legends of South African music. Living Legends
are the elders of the music industry that have abundant experience and knowledge to share with the youth. This
is an initiative of the Department of Arts Culture which they are calling the ‘Living Legends Legacy Programme’.
‘Legends’ are people who contributed hugely to the country through their music and arts during, particularly
during the apartheid years, and who are now being honoured and invited to share their reflections and skills with
the youth of our country.
The CMDA is honoured to have several ‘Legends’ visit us in December. Funded by the Department of Arts and
Culture, the full day event will include a Legend Workshop which will be followed by performances by our various
bands. Bands from our Hubs will attend and they will perform for each other and for the ‘Legends’. The Legends
will then share advice and give feedback to each band.
We are very excited about this project. ‘Legends’ replaces the Route 40 music festival on our calendar this year. It is an event that is purely for the benefit of our
students and we feel they will learn a great deal from exposure to these elders.

Avid ProTools Course
The CMDA in partnership with Justin Swart of Olive Productions South
Africa is offering an Avid Protools course that is certified by Avid.
Using computers donated by the Dell Development Fund, the CMDA
has established a computer laboratory where Justin manages a
monthly training course for ten CMDA members.
Already two courses have been completed with members from our
kaBokweni and Zwelisha Hubs and Avid is busy certifying their portfolio work. Our next course is planned for the 7th and 8th of November. Our target is to have 100 students complete the Protools course,
funded by the CMDA, by September 2016.
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Hazyview Hub:
Hazyview is one of our music hubs, and this hub places particular focus on
the coaching of traditional music. We have employed two very talented
coaches to teach the members djembes, marimbas and kalimbas.

Hub Happenings
An open day was held at the Hazyview Hub launch on 15th May. This
Hub is based at the Good Work Foundation’s Digital Learning Centre in
Hazyview. Our kaBokweni bands put on a short show and then interacted with the prospective Hazyview members where they discussed
the opportunities provided by the CMDA and how being in a band has
improved not just their music but their confidence too.

We plan on holding another open day at one of the local schools to encourage the younger children to participate in the Hub. We’d like to see the Hazyview Hub become as successful and well attended as Masoyi is
currently.

Mashishing Hub:
The Mashishing Hub, which is our flagship Hub, took many months of planning and negotiation to establish. It is
based in the Multipurpose Community Centre in Mashishing (Lydenburg) which was funded by the Lydenburg
Smelter. Additional security was installed and the Hub includes a full set of band equipment with acoustic and
electric guitars, a set of marimbas manufactured by AMI in Grahamstown, several djembes and a full digital library with tablets for teaching music theory and other curriculum subjects.
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At the launch of the Mashishing Hub, there were many senior representatives from the Lydenburg Smelter and from
local Government and it was a great occasion, as can be seen in the pics below. Several songs were performed
including several by the first Mashishing Hub band that featured both brass and string instruments. To witness the
standard of the Mashishing band after a few weeks of coaching leaves us with high hopes for the future of this Hub.

Masoyi Hub:
The Masoyi Hub is equipped with marimbas and other percussion instruments. Situated next to Masoyi Orphanage and Masoyi Primary School we have a prime position to reach a large youth audience. With so many
young members in this Hub, we have introduced recorders as a foundation instrument. These will complement
our music theory lessons that are now offered in every Hub and will soon become mandatory for all members.
Once the recorder is mastered we hope that these members will then move onto more advanced wind instruments which will become a pathway to participation in the orchestra.
Masoyi is developing into a very successful centre with lots of interest and enthusiasm from the members.
We have secured two exceptionally motivated coaches to teach both Djembe and Marimbas, and these
coaches relate well to the youngsters and are doing a fantastic job.
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2Enable is a free digital education solution with 14,000 curriculum aligned educational resources that has immediate value to every learner and teacher in South Africa. With the latest enhancements to the 2Enable digital library,
offline access to digital content is now affordable for every school. In 2016, 2Enable will be adding Creative Arts,
Music, Dance and Visual Arts subjects to the platform. Many learners are not offered these subjects due to lack of
teachers and resources. 2Enable hopes to address that shortfall.
In partnership with Microsoft, 2Enable will now develop 2Enable for teachers, a service to provide ICT training for
teachers from ‘Introduction to ICT’ to ‘21st Century Classroom’. This will involve a major revamp of the 2Enable
website, including the further integration of 0365 functionality. By May 2016 we plan to have this functionality fully
operational.
In the meantime, we’re very pleased to share with you a testimonial of how 2Enable is being practically used in a
rural school in Mpumalanga. Many people know how 2Enable works, but the proof is in the pudding, and here’s
some really positive feedback, with thanks to Frances Hyson who is involved in the project that assists Bondzeni
High.
Bondzeni High School is a small school in rural Mpumalanga,
in an area known as Kildare.
A charity based in London, Yellobric, heard of the school and
decided to put a literary project into the school. They purchased a number of e- readers, downloaded hundreds of
books onto the readers and taught the students in the school
how to use them - all in an effort to encourage reading in the
school and so improve their English language skills.
On arrival at the school, Gavin Paterson who heads the
charity in London, found that there were many more needs
than just reading. He met Mike Matthews from 2Enable who
helped him put in an internet connection in the school and
together they worked on getting all the students of Grade 10
registered for the 2Enable programme in English, first additional language.
In the past year, even with internet problems and connectivity problems, the students have worked through a number
of units or modules and completed the tests on each module. They have worked at their own levels so that they can
complete the modules successfully.
On testing the students at the end of last year, using ANA
assessments from previous years from the department of Education, most of the students had improved significantly since
they had taken the ANA assessment a year earlier.
With improved connectivity, the students will be able to
extend the scope of the programme and hopefully use
2Enable lessons for all their other subjects.
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A look at a few of the folks behind the scenes at the CMDA
Making sure things run smoothly at the CMDA takes a great deal of team work behind the scenes. Here are
a few of the key players; people who do a lot and often work quietly in the background, making sure it all
happens.

Most people know Aggi, our head of coaching and band development. Aggi devotes himself to coaching our students, helping them to find the best musician
within themselves, supervising their rehearsals, encouraging them and making sure
they are supported technically when on stage. Aggi goes the extra mile and often
works long hours at gigs. He makes sure the coaches are doing their jobs properly
too. His ‘other’ job is as a music teacher at Uplands College, where he has many
students learning guitar in particular. He has been an inspiration and mentor to
many young people in our area.

Zin, as she is known, is a formidable presence in the office because she really
knows ‘what’s what’! If you need to know anything in the office ask Zin! Zin works
primarily on 2Enable, uploading the content and keeping track of quality. She is
also responsible for 2Enable activities and resources in the Hubs, and basically
makes sure that everything is running smoothly and that everyone is doing what
they’re supposed to be doing. Zin often makes site checks and helps install
computers in the Hubs. Whenever needed on the CMDA side, such as at
performances, Zin is there helping out.

If you ever visit the CMDA’s offices at Casterbridge the first person you are likely to see
is Gladys in the front office. Gladys is a valuable member of the 2Enable team and
she is constantly busy managing the content that Zin has uploaded. Thousands and
thousands of files are up and out there in the cloud, and thanks to Gladys they are in
a sensible order. She also spends much of her time securing permission for some of
the third party resources that we have included in 2Enable.

This young lady is working at the CMDA during her ‘gap year’. She plans to make a
career for herself in the music industry and is off to Joburg next year to study. She is
one of the CMDA’s initial students and has performed many times with several of our
bands on keyboard, guitar and vocals. At the moment Zan is helping with the development of music theory content for 2Enable, our social media and basically helps
out where needed. She’s a great all-rounder and can turn her hand at
anything we ask of her. We’ll miss Zanika when she heads off into the big wide world!

If there’s someone needed to help at a gig, to transport the gear, to fetch and
deliver a piano, or to help Aggi when he’s run out of petrol, John Ncube is our man!
John is always there when asked and always with a big smile. He doesn’t work full
time at the CMDA but is always ‘on call’ when needed. He’s been involved with the
CMDA behind the scenes and in many valuable ways since its inception.
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The LCO is a musical gem,
bringing together musicians of all ages from
many corners of the Lowveld community
The Lowveld Community Orchestra is generously supported by the MacKenzie Foundation and HCI
We were very privileged to have the renowned conductor
Pienaar Fourie host a workshop for our orchestra members on
30 August. Mr Fouries’ knowledge and expert advice helped
to unite the orchestra and improve on their harmony and
synchronization.
‘Songs of Praise’ is another annual event which the orchestra
participates in each year. This year was yet another success
and a great indicator as to the progress the orchestra has
made since last year. We continue to gather regularly for
rehearsals, and we are constantly improving our skills and
repertoire.

The Lowveld Community Orchestra will once again be teaming up with
Hospice White River to bring Carols by Candlelight to the community.
This event is scheduled for Sunday 29th November and will take place at the
Casterbridge Theatre, White River. The concert starts at 4.30pm. Last year’s
event was a great success and the LCO is delighted to team up once again with
Hospice White River to provide a special Christmas treat for our community.
Tickets are R50 pp and children under 10 are free. Tickets available at the door.
All proceeds are shared between the two organisations. Please join us for a
magical concert and support two very worthy causes!

Until next time, Seasons Greetings..
Thank you for your support during the last year, and we hope to
see you around at our various gigs and performances over the
festive season. White Riverines can find us at the monthly
Bagdad Farmers Market, so watch out for us there, on the second Saturday of every month.
Please do pass on our newsletter and if you have any comments
we’d love to hear from you! Until next time, we wish you a
blessed and peaceful Christmas season.

The CMDA team
www.mpuma-music.org.za

Page 9

