Masterclass Workshops and Performances
and further update on CMDA Activies

REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1st JUNE TO 15th DECEMBER 2016
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Workshop/Masterclass Overview
Below is a summary of the workshops where our members were provided training or
development, for the period end of May until end of September 2016. We regard some
performance opportunities as ‘masterclasses’ because they are essentially a training
experience for our students. Some workshops were facilitated by external teachers and
some were facilitated by our own professional coaches. Our focus is on providing excellent
tuition and training for our staff and for our members.

Marimba Building Masterclass
On the 11th July we welcomed visitors from Sante Fe in the USA. Peter and Karyna Swing
of Polyphony Marimba were with us for a few days and they helped to rebuild some of our
marimbas which needed attention. Our coaches from the Masoyi Hub attended this tuition
session, and were given directions in how to maintain our marimbas. The repairs were a big
task and we were very grateful to Peter and Karyna for their assistance.

Peter and Karyna Swing with our staff who
attended their marimba repair class

CMDA Hub Manager and Coaches Discussion Group Masterclass
On Thursday 11th August we invited all of our professional music coaches and hub managers
and coaches to attend a discussion group at our Casterbridge Hub. This was facilitated by
Paul Bruce-Brand. Attendees were able to give feed-back and to voice any problems and
concerns, and solutions were then discussed. The CMDA values input from our staff as this
helps us to support and guide them appropriately and all learn from each other.
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Orchestra Songs of Praise Masterclass
The Lowveld Community Orchestra performed once again at ‘Songs of Praise’ at the main
theatre in Nelspruit, following on from several rehearsal masterclasses, which enable the
Orchestra to fine-tune their repertoire. It was a valuable performance experience for all
orchestra members, who vary greatly in age. Such performances are valuable masterclasses
for all who participate and Fourie Pienaar gave valuable instruction to our musicians. A
large audience attended the ‘Songs of Praise’ performance.

Pro Tools 2 Day Masterclass
Monthly 2 day courses are run for members of the CMDA on the use of Pro Tools, in order
to assist them with their understanding of recording music digitally and the software
involved. Interested students are brought to Casterbridge on Saturdays, from our various
hubs. These masterclasses are facilitated by Justin Swart of Olive Productions. Pro Tools
courses were run in July.

Soweto String Quartet Performance Masterclass
A group of 16 of our students from the Zwelisha Hub were privileged to attend a
performance of the Soweto String Quartet in Nelspruit. A local hotel the Protea Winkler
kindly donated to us 20 tickets and this was a wonderful experience for our youngsters; they
learnt a great deal from watching musicians of this calibre perform.

UNISA Music Theory Examinations
In June a number of students took part in official UNISA Music Theory exams in Grade 1 and
Pre-Grade 1 and we were very happy that 3 students received Distinctions, 5 received Merit
and 8 received Pass. Due to unforeseen circumstances in the lives of some students, a
number did not arrive for the exam despite transport being provided for them. This is our
first entry into UNISA exams; it required a great deal of preparation and we were
encouraged to do better next year.

Band Development Masterclass
Our Head of Band Development Aggi d’Aguiar works tirelessly to coach our young musicians
in preparation for their public performances. Each rehearsal is a masterclass in itself, and
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can be of 6 hours duration and on occasion can go overnight. Our bands who perform at
many public performances have attended many masterclass rehearsals with Aggi d’Aguiar
so that they are of an excellent standard.

Aggi d’Aguiar coaches a band masterclass

Nelspruit Eisteddfod 2016
This year, for the first time, we entered our students into the Nelspruit Eisteddfod. The
CMDA was complimented on bringing a new and exciting flavour to this annual competition,
and a small djembe group were invited to perform at the Eisteddfod’s Gala Evening, which
was a great honour. We are so proud of their achievements which included 8 acts receiving
90% and above (gold medals); 5 acts 80% and above and 4 acts 70% and above.

Blue Magic band outside the Eisteddfod with their certificates

One United Roar Project
The CMDA was invited to submit entries into this prestigious worldwide youth talent
competition, held in aid of the White Lion Project. We only had a few days to pull together
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entries and many students from all our hubs joined in with the fun and submitted their
creations. They performed their pieces at the hubs, and video recorded them using their
phones. The diverse and creative entries can be viewed on our Facebook page, which is
found at https://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music/

Public Performances
Our various soloists, duets and bands are always in demand in our area, as we have become
known to provide quality performances, and additionally we are seen as valuable members
of the community. It is gratifying that local businesses, non-profit organisations and
hospitality outlets are enthusiastic in their support of our project.

Bagdad Farmers Markets
The CMDA young musicians continue to perform every month at a popular outdoor market
held in White River. The type of music requested by the organisers is ‘background’ music
and this gives our young musicians an opportunity to perform solo or in duet.

Soloists perform at Bagdad Farmers Market

Charity Function at Kavinga Guesthouse, Nelspruit
The CMDA is often asked to perform at local events. We don’t ask for payment and the
hosts of the function are requested to pay for transport and to give our students a meal.
This is an arrangement which works well, and we find that we are being invited to perform
at many varied functions including fund-raisers. Here our marimba bands were asked to
play at a fundraising event at Kavinga Lodge in Nelspruit in support of Lion Heart Fund and
World Child Cancer.
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Performers from the Masoyi and Hazyview hubs perform at Kavinga

GASP Charity Event Zwelisha
The CMDA were invited to perform at the launch of a non-profit organisation GASP (Get
Ahead Sports Program); this took place on 23rd June at Zwelisha Primary School. The bands
who have been developed by the Zwelisha hub had the opportunity to participate and it was
a great collaboration, enjoyed by all who took part.

Casambo Jam Sessions
The CMDA continues to be invited to participate every month in a large and increasingly
popular music event held at Casambo Lodge in White River.

This is a ‘jam session’ and is great experience for our young musicians as they learn a lot
from the exposure and from observing the skills of other performers. The most regular
bands to perform are Blue Magic from the Zwelisha hub, and Xpresso who are from
KaNyamazane.

Blue Magic onstage
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Xpresso at Casambo

‘Pale Natives’ perform with Vusi Mahlasela in Cape Town
As a fundraising exercise the CMDA staged a special show in Cape Town featuring Vusi
Mahlasela and local well-known Cape Town acts, as well as a CMDA trained band ‘Pale
Natives’ performed. This was a great demonstration of the calibre of musicians that our
academy produces, and it was a great honour that young musicians trained by the CMDA
were performing alongside greats such as Vusi Mahlasela. The event was well attended and
was reported in the press and on social media; this is all great publicity for what we do and
it encourages other young people to become involved in our project.

The Pale Natives with Vusi Mahlasela in Cape Town

Mercy Air Picnic White River
The CMDA was once again invited to be the main act at an annual gathering hosted by the
non-profit organisation Mercy Air in White River. Bands ‘Versatile’ and ‘Blue Magic’
provided a selection of great background music for the event.

‘Versatile’ band on stage
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Riverside Mall Spring Event

Marimba players enjoying their performance

A prominent local shopping mall invited the CMDA to perform at a spring event in early
September. Children from Masoyi hub and also Hazyview were transported to the mall with
their instruments. The public were entertained with a lively display and the young
musicians gained valuable experience. We are grateful for community collaborations such
as this.

‘Mpumalanga Comes Alive’ Nelspruit
The last weekend in September saw a large music festival take place at the stadium in
Nelspruit. The CMDA were invited to perform and this was a great opportunity for our bands
to perform on a big stage in front of a vast audience. It was reported that the audience size
was close to 30 000.

Versatile band performs on stage in Nelspruit
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‘Rising Stars’ Stage Production
The band Xpresso from our KaNyamazane hub was invited to participate in a filmed
production organised by Public Kreativity Drama Krew of Johannesburg.

This was a

collaboration which took place in Nelspruit, partnering with the city of Mbombela in which
local talent was given the opportunity to hone their talents and skills, and to be show-cased.
These CMDA members took part in rehearsals, as the band providing instrumentals for the
singing and dancing. This culminated in a fantastic stage performance at the Mbombela Civic
Theatre and they were also given the opportunity to attend workshops which were put on for
the benefit of all those young people who participated. It was a great experience for our
members.

The impressing Rising Stars stage show at the Civic Theatre, Nelspruit

Weddings and Events
The CMDA often has requests for our bands to perform at local functions and recently several
bands, and smaller ensembles have entertained guests at local weddings. This is great
exposure for our members, as it develops their confidence and they benefit from performing
for a variety of different audiences.
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Synopsis of Individual Hub Activities
Masoyi Hub
This hub may be in a small building but it is exciting and very active, with students making full
use of the marimbas and djembe drum lessons that take place daily. Our marimbas were
recently repaired by Polyphony Marimba of the USA, and we have some beautiful new
marimbas available to our students as well. The hub members enjoy participating in marimba
performances in and around White River and Nelspruit, and they always look smart in the
CMDA t-shirts.

Zwelisha Hub
Zwelisha Hub is an active hub and continues to progress well.

Our managers and music

coaches are dedicated to giving our students the best education in music, and also mentoring
them with regards to the music industry. We have exposed our services to the local
community and neighbouring areas and thus we get churches, schools and community
centres encouraging young learners to attend the hub. We have a wonderful vocal coach
working with the young singers, and recently we were invited to perform for the SAPS at one
of their functions (below).

Zwelisha hub members perform at SAPS event

Princess Ndlovukazi teaches vocals at the hubs

KaNyamazane Hub
This new hub opened for lessons in early May, and is going from strength to strength with
music coach Trevor Sejamoholo directing. The AME Church hosts this hub and they are an
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enthusiastic organisation and are delighted to support our project. A large room at the back
of the church was equipped with tables and computers for children to access 2Enable support,
and music instruments were installed. The new manager of this hub is an enthusiastic young
man and we are expecting great things from this new hub. The already established band
Xpresso is based at this hub and continues to be very active performing at some notable
events.

Hazyview Hub
Local youngsters and students from the Good Work Foundation continue to participate in this
Hub’s activities and the emphasis is on marimba and djembe classes, as well as music theory.
The students at this hub tend to be quite young and we have produced a wonderful djembe
group who had the honour to be invited to perform at the Nelspruit Eisteddfod Gala Evening
in August.

Abethu Djembe Group from Hazyview perform at the Eisteddfod Gala Evening

It was decided at the end of September that due to the positioning of this hub the numbers
attending were not likely to increase in the foreseeable future. So a new location was found
in Numbi, and the hub was moved in the last week of October.

KaBokweni Hub

A number of instruments are offered at kaBokweni including piano

13 | P a g e

The kaBokweni hub is now situated at Ebhurleni School which is a new school in the area with
modern facilities. Already 20 to 30 learners are attending the hub during the week. The
younger children are showing great interest. Two bands are being developed by Mpho
Masina, the music coach. Music theory and vocal coaching continue to be offered and the
young people who attend the hub are very enthusiastic. We have recently taken delivery of
100 recorders and the children of the primary school will be invited to join in with recorder
lessons; this will take place from January 2017.

Mashishing Hub
The Mashishing hub is doing great things in this small town. The past months have seen a
number of students coming to the hub for both education and music. Some students come
to the hub to access 2Enable and are then introduced to what we have to offer on the music
side. This hub has shown great potential and is very active in the community at various
events, as below.

Four students from Mashishing entered for the Eisteddfod competition in Nelspruit for the
first time. They did very well, receiving 79 % for their performance. Recently some of our
students performed live at the community radio station ‘Mash fm’ which was a wonderful
experience for them. The response was positive and the CMDA was promoted on air.
This hub staged a showcase performance for parents and the community. Parents were
happy to see their youngsters perform and the event helped raise awareness of the valuable
work that is done by the CMDA. Guests were treated with refreshments and snacks and it
was an enjoyable event for all.

14 | P a g e

Mashishing hub showcase – brass ensemble and audience area

Numbi Hub
This new hub is situated at Masoyi K2, Mahushu area, and was officially opened on Saturday
5th November. This hub is linked to our Masoyi hub, as the same woman who hosts Masoyi
is involved in this hub. Our opening attracted the public from the neighbourhood, and several
musicians performed including a group from our Mashishing hub as well as marimba students,
and members of the public were informed of what the CMDA offers. This hub is positioned
within easy distance of several schools and we expect many learners to register. The hub will
offer music lessons in a variety of instruments including marimbas, and recorders for the
younger students.

Professional music coach Phindile Nqana informs the audience about the CMDA
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2Enable
2Enable is the educational programme developed by the CMDA to deliver online education
free.

2Enable at work in our Mashishing Hub

In 2016, 2Enable Digital Libraries have been installed in 47 schools and the White River
Library. Digital Libraries now exist in 55 centres in four provinces.

The Western Cape Department of Education is busy installing a 2Enable Digital Library on its
district WAN to make 2Enable content available to all schools on the WAN. The Mpumalanga
Department of Education is running a 2Enable pilot project in 11 schools and the Department
of Education (national) is considering partnering with 2Enable to use the platform to deliver
teacher development to all teachers’ country-wide.

In 2016, 2Enable continues to be used in assisting in the training and development of learners
in our programme. It was used to prepare learners for the Music Theory UNISA examinations.
Below is a graph of over 500 online Music Theory assessment results taken on the platform.
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Music Theory Assessment Results
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There are now over 4750 registered users on the platform who access the learning content
either via our application or online. Over 2800 assessments were taken online in 2016, most
of which were taken by members of the CMDA in our hubs. Only Bondzeni High School in
Bushbuckridge is the online assessments functionality with a specific focus on English FAL and
Mathematics.

Content Development
The CMDA was contracted to develop the following content by the DAC:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Dance Studies Curriculum Grade 10 - 12
Music Curriculum Grades 10 - 12
Visual Arts Curriculum Grades 10 – 12
Creative Arts Grades 7 – 9 (Dance Studies and Music Only)

This has been a demanding project that has taken much longer than anticipated.
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All content to above subjects has been completed except for the Music Curriculum Grades 10
– 12. Below are Dropbox links to the content created and aligned in each of the subjects:

1. Dance Studies Curriculum (326 Resources)
2. Visual Arts Curriculum (535 Resources)
3. Creative Arts Curriculum (Dance Studies and Music Only - 716 Resources)

Live Lessons
From July to November 2016, 2Enable ran live lessons via the internet. This allowed any user
to access any live lesson via a web link and then to interact with the teacher via our messaging
platform.

18 x 45minute lessons were provided per week in mathematics and physical science for
Grades 10, 11 and 12. This project illustrated how remote support can be provided to
learners who have access to the internet. During the October school holidays, maths and
science support was provided to Protec Learners based in White River using a teacher based
in Cape Town. Each morning, leaners were assessed and the teacher focussed on the
learners identified weaknesses. Here is a link to a news story produced by Suburb News in
Nelspruit, that illustrates this on-line teaching project.

Digital Learning Centre
2Enable has been provided a donation of 60 refurbished computers. This is the first of many
such donations. The computers, all of which have been upgraded to Windows 10, will be used
to improve the quality of our existing digital learning centres and to establish new learning
centres. We continue to believe that the 2Enable platform is simple to use and has an
important role to play in education.
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